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OBITUARIES

VIrgInIa haynes aLLen MILLer

Virginia Haynes Allen Miller, 92, Branden-
burg, died May 30, 2016 
at home surrounded by 
her five children. 

Born February 14, 
1924 in Brandenburg, 
Ky., she was the daugh-
ter of Willie Edith Cole-
man Allen and Henry 
Hayden Allen, a busi-
nessman and former 

Kentucky State Representative, sister of the 
late William Henry Allen, widow of Charles K. 
“C. K.” Miller (her high school sweetheart and 
WWII veteran to whom she was married for 62 
years), devoted Democrat, Kentucky Colonel 
and a true University of Kentucky Wildcats fan 
for over 70 years. She was a lifelong member of 
First Baptist Church, Brandenburg (formerly 
Phillips Memorial Baptist). 

She is survived by her son Charles Kimble 
“Kim/Chuck” Miller, Jr., of Webster Groves, 
Mo.; Thomas H. “Tom” Miller (Yvonne), Cir-
cuit Judge Robert A. “Bob” Miller, Betty Boyd 
Miller Barger (Ron) all of Brandenburg; and 
Martha Miles Miller Schuler (Don, Jr) of Lou-
isville; grandchildren Sarah Kraftor (Nick), Hal-
combe “Hallie” Miller, Edward “Ted” Miller, 
Elizabeth “Liz” Miller, Becca Miller, Matthew 
Miller (Brittani), Allyn Miller, Emily Miller, 
Miles Barger, Keane Barger (Laura), Brittany 
Hill (Nate), Ryan Schuler, Amy Schuler, Ka-
tie Hodsdon, Samantha Stull (Max), as well 
as great-grandchildren Emma Miller, Kendall 
Green, Mallorie Miller, Hannah Higgs, Hunter 
Higgs, Gabriel Kraftor, Julian Kraftor, and Ar-
den Kraftor, and many treasured cousins, nieces 
and nephews, as well as her sister-in-law, Ann 
Miller Kitchen of Clarksville, Ind. and brother-
in-law Edward “Neal” Miller (June) of Naples, 
Fla. and her former students and friends. 

After graduating from the University of Ken-
tucky (1944) with a degree in Home Economics, 
she taught for one year at the Masonic Home for 
Orphans in Louisville, Ky., before returning to 
Brandenburg to help her parents with their fam-
ily businesses. 

After marrying C. K. in 1947, she became the 
first Home Economics teacher of Meade County 
High School. After the birth of her third child in 
1954, she stopped teaching and moved to Para-
dise Bottom to work alongside her husband on 
their farm and raise their family, which eventu-
ally included five children. Later, she became an 
eighth grade teacher at Battletown Elementary. 

When the county built the Stuart Pepper 
Middle School, she transferred there and taught 
eighth grade math until her retirement in 1988. 
She earned a Master’s Degree in Counseling 
from Western Kentucky University. 

After retiring, she enjoyed spending time in 
her yard and flower beds, cooking, studying fam-
ily history, visiting children and grandchildren, 
traveling to conferences with her DAR and Del-
ta Kappa Gamma friends, and entertaining fam-
ily and friends in her home for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas and other special occasions. 

She loved flowers and plants, people, story-
telling, genealogy, Meade County, Doe Run 
Inn (where her grandfather Will Coleman ran 
a grain mill and generated the first electricity 
for Brandenburg and where later her aunt Lucy 
Coleman Smith and later her daughter Lucille 
Smith Brown and husband Curtis ran it as a 
summer hotel/restaurant), babies and children, 
family and friends, big family gatherings, teach-
ing,  and unconditional love.

A piano player, she loved beautiful music and 
encouraged all of her children to pursue their 
own musical interests. Cornet, trombone, piano, 
oboe, singing, and organ music were a regular 
part of life as she raised her children. She fondly 
remembered many of her former students all her 
life and often reminisced about them and her joy 
in teaching. 

She was a devoted mother who always put the 
needs of her family before her own. She worked to 
ensure all her children achieved a college degree. 
She firmly believed in the importance of educa-
tion, and would always say, “Once you achieve 
an education, no one can ever take it from you.” 
She was never afraid to tackle any task, whether 
it be wallpapering a room, repairing furniture, 
gardening, canning, freezing, planting flowers 
and shrubs, decorating, remodeling a home, or 
sewing a formal gown.

She was a past president and founding mem-
ber of the local chapter of Delta Kappa Gam-
ma, past president of the Meade County Re-
tired Teachers Association, a devoted member 
of the Meade County Alumni Association with 
a perfect attendance record for 75 years, and a 
member of the Ambrose Meador chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. She also 
devoted many years to the PTA and 4-H pro-
grams in her children’s schools.

She greatly appreciated the kindnesses and 
help shown her by all her caregivers in her last 
years.

Funeral services were conducted at First Bap-
tist Church in Brandenburg on June 4. Inter-
ment was held at in Cap Andersen Cemetery in 
Brandenburg. 

Expressions of sympathy may take the form 
of flowers or contributions to the Meade County 
Alumni Association L. H. Powell Scholarship 
Fund (contact: margaret@meadereads.org) or 
the First Baptist Church Building Fund, 149 
Lawrence St, Brandenburg, KY 40108.

Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfu-
nerals.com. 

JackIe ruth aIkIn
 

Jackie Ruth Aikin, 88, 
West Point, Ky, died June 
2, 2016, at the Signature 
North Hardin Rehab. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
67 years, James Taylor 
“Ted” Aikin. 

She is survived by five 
children, Glen (Barbara) 

Aikin, Dale (Brenda) Aikin; Debi Aikin, 
Teddi Aikin-Blanford, Jack (Melissa) Aikin; 10 
grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren; many 
nieces and nephews; and many loving relatives 
and friends.

She was a member of the West Point Baptist 
Church and an active member of the community 
for over 40 years: Homemakers, Girl Scouts, Fort 
Knox bowling leagues, River Days Festivals. She 
was, above all, a loving and beloved wife, mother 
and mamaw. 

Visitation will be on June 10 12-8 p.m. and June 
11 after 10 a.m. 

Funeral services will be on June 11 at 12 p.m., 
at the W. G. Hardy Funeral Home, 10907 Dixie 
Highway, with interment following in Garnetts-
ville Cemetery in Meade County, Ky.

In memory of Jackie Ruth, donations can be 
made to her church or of the donor’s choice.

VoLta r. aMey, Jr.

Volta R. Amey, Jr., 66, Vine Grove, Ky., died 
June 4, 2016 at Hardin Memorial Hospital, 
Elizabethtown, Ky.

He was preceded in death by his parents; three 
brothers; and one sister.

He is survived by his wife of 42 years, Alma 
D. Amey,Vine Grove; four children, Cinnamon 
Washington, Fort Knox, Ky., Titania Nich-
ols, Elizabethtown, Ky., Opona Amey, Mur-
freesboro, Tenn., Sharo Amey, Arizona; eight 
grandchildren, Monico, Deon, Sherria, Daisha, 
James, Jada, Adaria, and Lexi; four great-grand-
children, Anija, Zoey, Jaeger, and Aviana; two 
brothers, Virgil (Wynell) Amey, Arizona, and 
Caurria Amey, California. 

He was a member of the First Baptist Church, 
Elizabethtown, Ky. He was retired from the 
United States Army and also retired from Eliza-
bethtown Community and Technical College.

Visitation will be from 2 p.m.  until the time 
of the service on June 11 at the First Baptist 
Church, 107 Bishop Lane, Elizabethtown, Ky., 
42701

Funeral services will be held at 4 p.m. June 
11 at the First Baptist Church,  with Rev. B.T. 
Bishop officiating. A private graveside service 
with military honors will be held later at the 
Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central, Radcliff, 
Ky.

Condolences can be expressed at www.coffey-
andchism.com.

LouIs ray “John” carter

Louis Ray “John” Carter, 82, Webster, Ky., died 
May 19, 2016.

He was born March 14, 1934 in Livingston 
County, Ill. to the late Carl Benjamin and Hallie 
Mae Basham Carter.  

He was preceded in death by his wife of 62 and a 
half years, Hallie Mae Basham Carter;   sons, James 
Carter and Joseph Kaelin; granddaughters, Melissa 
(Missie) Allen and Amanda Carter; and brothers, 
Richard Carter, Daniel Carter, and Hayden Carter

He is survived by daughters, Beverly Allen and 
Izola Carter, both of Brandenburg; sons,  Robert 
Carter, Guston, Ky., William Carter, Irvington, Ky., 
and Jessie (Marichris) Carter, Webster; grandchil-
dren, Robert Allen, II, Joey Carter, Joseph Carter, 
Christopher Carter, Kelley Troutman, Kenneth 
Marcum, Joshua Carter, and Jacob Carter; 10 great-
grandchildren; two great-great-grandchildren; sis-
ters, Patricia Holt, Janice Strebe, and Judith White; 
brothers, James Carter, David Carter, Thomas Cart-
er, Terrance Carter, Theodore Carter, and Carl B. 
Carter, Jr.; and many other relatives and friends.

He held many jobs and positions throughout his 
long career. He started his career at a young age 
working at setting pins at a bowling alley and at a 
furniture factory in New Albany, Ind. He worked at 
a brickyard, as a lineman for the telephone company, 
and he was a deckhand on a towboat. He farmed 
a 50-acre farm in which he had the traditional 
cattle, pigs, tobacco, and other crops, and he even-
tually raised rabbits on the farm and sold them to 
the North Garrett rabbit processing plant. He was 
a heavy equipment owner/operator, he and Caro-
lyn were over the road truck owner/operators, and 
they also owned a water hauling business in Meade 
County. Even though he had many careers/business 
endeavors, he always went back to the tow boat-
ing industry. He worked on the river beginning in 
1957 and eventually made his way to the pilot house 
as Captain. He retired from the river and then he 
pursued his many hobbies to include clock making 
and other wood working projects, gardening of veg-
etables, fruits, berries, and flowers, hunting, fishing, 
motorcycle riding, and spending time with family 
and friends. He was a follower of Christ and a mem-
ber of New Highland Baptist Church.

A private service was held at his home May 19.
Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral Home was 

entrusted with the arrangements. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 

James Graham Brown Cancer Center of Louisville, 
Ky.

Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfuner-
als.com.

deBBy conoVer sMIth JennIngs
 

Debby Conover Smith Jennings, 52, Elizabeth-
town, Ky. died June 4, 2016.

She was born in Ft. Campbell, Ky. She was a 
beloved daughter, sister, wife, aunt, and friend.  

She was preceded in death by her mother 
and father, SSG (ret.) Wilmer G. Conover and 
Dianna Conover; and grandparents, Willis and 
Helen Conover.

She is survived by  her husband, Manley Ray 
Jennings; four sisters, Linda K. Conover, Rita 
F. Conover, Betty J. Conover, Joyce A. Dins-
more; one brother, Col. (ret.) Donald R. (Mary) 
Conover; three nephews, Bryan C. Conover, 
Christoper R. Conover, and SPC (ret.) Derek 
A. Conover.

A celebration of life was held on June 9 at 7 
p.m. at Nelson-Edelen-Bennett Funeral Home, 
Radcliff, Ky. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.
com.

raLPh d. hyde

Ralph D. Hyde, 73, Radcliff, Ky., died May 
28, at home.

He was predeceased in death by his wife, 
Dorothy J. (Covington) Hyde; a brother, Cyrus 
Blake Hyde; and his parents, Ralph A. and Do-
ris Hyde.

He is survived by his two sisters, Helen Earle 
Begnaud, Kirbyville, Texas and Elva Joyce (Sid-
ney) Gwin, Bowling Green, Ky.

He served in Vietnam, Korea, and Germany 
and was a member of Mill Creek Baptist Church.

Funeral service was held June 3 at Mill Creek 
Baptist Church, 1182 Jones St., Radcliff. Pas-
tor  Faron Knopp officiated.   Burial followed at 
Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central in Radcliff 
with military honors.

Expressions of sympathy may take the form 
of contributions to Mill Creek Baptist Church, 
1182 Jones St., Radcliff, KY 40160.

Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.
com.

karLos edWard Brooks

Karlos Edward Brooks, 52, Radcliff, Ky., died 
May 30, 2016 at Elizabethtown Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Tur-
ley and Waltraud Brooks.

He is survived by four siblings, Andrae (Jana) 
Brooks, Woodbridge, Va., Eva (Mark) Prickett, 
Tammy Williams, and Tony (Chris) Brooks, all 
of Colorado Springs, Co.

A graveside service was held June 3 at Ken-
tucky Veterans Cemetery Central, Radcliff, Ky. 
Rev. Ron Burgess officiated.

norMa chaPPeLL

Norma Chappell, 
Irvington, died May 24, 
2016 at Hardin Memori-
al Hospital in Elizabeth-
town, Ky.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Ol-
ney McIntosh, Sr., and 
Gertrude Palmer McIn-
tosh; two children, Terry 
and Kerry; three sisters, 

Opal Waltz, Betty McIntosh, and Winona 
Scott.

She is survived by her husband of 44 years, 
Wade Chappell; three children, Patricia Berry, 
Dallas, Texas, Dennis (Tena) Breeden, Bran-
denburg, Ky., and Sue (Terry) Allgood, Custer, 
Ky.; four brothers, Harold McIntosh, John Mc-
Intosh, Olney McIntosh, Jr., and Kenny McIn-
tosh; six grandchildren; eight great-grandchil-
dren; and one great-great granddaughter. 

Funeral services were held May 28 at the Al-
exander Funeral Home. Burial was at El Bethel 
Cemetery in Pilot Knob, Ind.

randaLL durBIn
 

Randall Durbin, 62, Irvington, Ky., died May 
21, 2016 at his residence.

He was born July 19, 1953 to the late James  
(Hazel) Durbin.  

He was preceded in death by a sister Ann Lee 
Beebe, and a brother James Owen Durbin.

He is survived by ex-wife Laurie Durbin, 
Webster, Ky.; three children Jennifer L. Brown,  
Louisville, Ky., Randall J. Durbin, Webster, Mark 
A. Durbin, Hermitage, Tenn.; one sister Donnie 
Mae Board, Constantine, Ky.; a brother Robert 
Lee Durbin, Irvington; six grandchildren.

Cremation was chosen by the family.  Alex-
ander Funeral Home were in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

chrIstIna Mae Moore Frank Proctor
 

Christina Mae Moore Frank Proctor, 101, 
Brandenburg, Ky. died June 2, 2016 at the Bran-
denburg Health and Rehab.

She was born on Oct. 17, 1914 in Louisville, 
Ky. to the late Earnest and Katherine Clayton 
Moore.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Leslie E. A. Frank, Sr.; son, Leslie E.A. Frank, 
Jr.; two brothers, Raymond and Robert Moore; 
and a sister, Padauno Moore Kerser.

She is survived by her son, Gregory Wayne 
(Portia) Frank, Flaherty, Ky.; four grandchildren; 
and 10 great-grandchildren. 

She was a former member of Market Street 
United Methodist Church in Louisville, where  
she was active in the church choir, played piano 
and worked with the Bethesda Women’s Minis-
try. She also worked as a School Guard with the 
Louisville Police Department for many years.

Funeral services were held June 6 from the Cha-
pel of the Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral 
Home in Brandenburg, Ky., with her committal 
service held on June 6 at Zachery Taylor National 
Cemetery in Louisville. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfu-
nerals.com.

JaMes r. reed

James R. Reed, 86, Rineyville, Ky., died June 
4, 2016 at Hardin Memorial Hospital, Eliza-
bethtown, Ky.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Mar-
cella J. Reed.

He is survived by four children, Janice 
Hudgins, Oregon, Jill Kirkpatrick, Iowa, Jim 
Reed, Rineyville, Deanna Anderson, Mo.; seven 
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; one sis-
ter, Virginia Schel, Fla. 

He was a self-employed farmer in the 
Rineyville area for many years.

Funeral services were held June 8 at the Cof-
fey & Chism Funeral Home, Vine Grove, Ky. A 
graveside service will be held at 10 a.m.  June 10 
at the Mount Zion Baptist Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to 
the American Cancer Society, P.O. Box 22718, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73123-1718 or Kosair 
Charities, P.O. Box 37370, Louisville, KY 
40233-7370.

John rIchLIe

 John Richlie, 74, Brandenburg, Ky., died 
May 29, 2016, at Kin-
dred Healthcare at In-
dian Creek in Corydon, 
Ind.

He is survived by  a 
son, Michael Richlie; 
and wife, Dawn, Bran-
denburg, Ky.; a sis-
ter, Barbara (Myron) 
Schaeffer, Anderson, 

S.C.; three grandchildren, Tylaer Proffitt, San 
Diego, Calif., Logan Richlie, Brandenburg, and 
Nicholas Albertson, Ok.

He retired from the United States Army in 
July of 2000, with the rank of CW3.

Visitation will be held from 9 a.m. until the 
time of service on June 9. 

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. June 9, 
2016, at the chapel of the Hager Funeral Home, 
with Deacon Mike Jones officiating.  Burial, 
with military honors, will follow at 1 p.m. at the 
Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central, in Rad-
cliff, Ky.  

Expressions of sympathy may take the form of 
contributions to the Wounded Warrior Project, 
P.O. Box 758516, Topeka, KS  66675-8516 or 
online at www.woundedwarriorproject.org.  

Condolences may be expressed at www.hager-
funeralhome.com. 

LILLIan earL BenhaM thoMas

 Lillian Earl Benham Thomas, 82, Branden-
burg, Ky., died June 3, 2016, at Hardin Memo-
rial Hospital in Elizabethtown, Ky.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Garland, Lula and Ruby Benham; her husband, 
John Thomas; a great-granddaughter, Julie 
Dearth; three brothers and sisters, Garland Ben-
ham, Jr., Ruth Benham Whitman, and Margaret 
Benham Brown; three step-brothers and sisters, 
Sue King, Betty Jo Miracle, and Jimmy Lamp-
ton; and a son-in-law, Richard Miller.  

She is survived by six children, Ricky (Mary) 
Thomas, Corydon, Ind., John R. Thomas, Da-
vid Earl Thomas, Sheila (Larry) Maysey, Ray 
(Millie) Thomas, all of Brandenburg, Ky., and 
Donna Kay Miller, Webster, Ky.; 14 grandchil-
dren, Kim, Brad, Quinn, Mandi, Davy, Heath-
er, Madeline, Madison, Harry, Shorty, Corey, 
Donna, Robbie and Galin; 18 great-grandchil-
dren, Bailey, Brooklyn, Grayson, Carter, Jayden, 
Jenson, Kyle, McKenzie, Blake, Little-Corey, 
Joey, Jacob, Jasmine, Tucker, Trinity, Sammy, 
Natalia; four sisters, Audrey King, Guston, Ky., 
Janice Pack, Nancye (Gerry) Lynn, both of Bran-
denburg, Ky., Bonnie (Virgil) Hatmaker, Ekron, 
Ky.; two brothers, David H. (Dorothy) Benham, 
Brandenburg, Ky., Johnnie (Betty) Benham, 
Vine Grove, Ky.; and three step-brothers and 
sisters, Charles “Kayo” Lampton, and Martel 
and Billy Martin.

She was a member of Cedar Grove Church; 
she was affectionately known as the “Mayor of 
Weldon;” she was a strong Republican and an 
election poll worker for many years; she loved 
gardening, but most importantly, she loved her 
entire family, and especially her grandchildren.

Visitation will be held at Hager Funeral Home 
in Brandenburg from 11 a.m. – 9 p.m. on June 
10 and after 9 a.m. on June 11.

Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. on June 
11, at the Bethel United Methodist Church, 
with Rev. David Garrett, Rev. Sam Stewart and 
Rev. Gary Benham officiating.  Burial will fol-
low in the church cemetery. 

Expressions of sympathy may take the form of 
contributions to Cedar Grove Church.

Condolences may be expressed at www.hager-
funeralhome.com.

In last week’s column, I 
introduced my intention for 
the month—to discuss four 
offensive things Jesus said. 
Let’s jump right in with the 
first. It’s found in the third 
chapter of John’s gospel. 

Jesus was speaking with 
a respected spiritual leader, a 
man named Nicodemus. He 
had come to Jesus at night, 
presumably for fear of being 
called His disciple. Nico-
demus seems to have had 
an agenda for the conversa-
tion, but Jesus interrupted 
it abruptly, blurting out: 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (John 3:3, ESV). Nico-
demus was flummoxed, or 
perhaps attempted to divert 
the conversation from his 
own deep spiritual issues by 
PRETENDING to be flum-
moxed, who knows? Nev-
ertheless, he tried to derail 
the conversation by playing 
word-games, asking Jesus 
how a man could be (liter-
ally) born again? Though 
he wouldn’t have used these 
terms, Nicodemus knew the 
physics and biology of that 
just wouldn’t work. 

So Jesus patiently 
explained that this second 
birth was Spiritual, not phys-
ical. Nicodemus continued 
to wiggle, likely because he 
would’ve considered himself 
already to be doing pretty 
well spiritually and morally; 
after all, he was “a teacher of 
Israel” (v10)! In what sense 
could he possibly have some 
Spiritual need on the level of 

Minister’s Corner 
being BORN?!

Happily, though, it 
appears Nicodemus even-
tually caught on, believed 
in Jesus alone for his salva-
tion, and was indeed made 
a citizen of God’s kingdom, 
because, after the crucifix-
ion, he publicly identified 
himself with Jesus by par-
ticipating in His burial. But 
all this could not happen 
until AFTER Jesus’s offen-
sive statement upturned 
Nicodemus’s entire world of 
assumptions and indiffer-
ences.

I wonder whether Jesus’s 
offensive call to a RADI-
CAL conversion, a Spiritual 
new birth has ever turned 
YOUR world upside down? 
I wonder whether YOU have 
simply grown up, fully com-
fortable in your religious 
heritage and knowledge and 
activities, never having actu-
ally been Spiritually BORN 
AGAIN. If YOU were talk-
ing face to face with Jesus, 
and He said, “you will not 
enter the kingdom of God 
unless you’re born again”, 
how would YOU respond? 
Would you ignore His words 
as too hard to understand? 
Would you interpret them 
away—He must not actu-
ally MEAN what He said? 
Would you be outraged and 
simply reject such a crazed 
notion?

I was blessed to talk ear-
lier this week with a person 
who is currently experienc-
ing a swell of what the good 
old Puritans called “religious 
affection”; this person had 
been thinking on John 3, 
and said, “You really ARE 
born again! Like, it’s a real, 
whole new birth! It’s not just 
poetry. You wake up, and 
EVERYTHING’S differ-
ent!” I can’t improve on that. 
Blessings.

By CHRIS 
WILSON

Payneville
Baptist Church

                                    The family of  
                               Norma Chappell

                               would like to thank everyone for the prayers,                     
                                  cards, fl owers, food and words of support          
                            during our time of sorrow. Thanks to Hardin   

 Memorial Hospital staff for their care and guidance. Also, 
thanks to Alexander Funeral Home for a wonderful visitation 
and service. We want to thank Patteson Memorial minister, 

Rev. Rick McClain for a comforting message. Special thanks 
to Becky Walts for a eulogy of her aunt and the touching songs. 
We are truly grateful for all the family and friends that gave us 

comfort and celebrated her life. 
Wade, Patty, Denny, Sue and families

“I am grateful to him who has strengthened 
me…”

 
Ref: True strength can only come from God.

 
Prayer:  Father, when I falter may I have the 

wisdom to look for you. Amen
Deacon Greg

DAILY REFLECTIONS

NOTICE
The Meade County Messenger will 

print a picture of your loved one in the 
obituary column. We need to receive 
the picture by noon Monday of the 
week the obituary is in the paper.


